THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2005 WWW.NORTHAMPTONTODAY.CO.UK CHRONICLE & ECHO

will be used to cut waiting times for operations to 18 weeks by 2008

- An extra £500 a
in the arm

year for everyone

HEALTH minister Lord Warner fall from 1997 in death rates
from heart disease and stroke,
and a 20 per cent fall in death
rates from cancer.

Lord Warner explained that

the extra cash could also be

Health Reporter used to recruit additional staff

in key areas such as midwifery

and radiology as well as slash-
ing waiting lists times.

said people in Northampton
would be receiving the equiva-
lent of an extra £500 a year
through the new NHS budget.
Figures released yesterday
revealed that funding for Pri-
mary Care Trusts (PCTs) in
Northamptonshire is set to
increase between 10 and 15 per

ton we have been playing catch up

with the rest of the country and it is
nice to finally be in a position where
we are getting the largest slice of
the pie.

“It is a huge increase and it puts us
in the premier division in terms of #
health care. Our hospitals and GP
services can continue to grow
and the service will continue
to improve.” £

Andrew Riley, Chief Exec- /=
utive of Northampton Gen-
eral Hospital, said he was
pleasantly surprised by the
amount of funding allocated.

He added: “Whether
patients get treated in hos-
pital or in the local commu-
nity it is very good news. I am
pleased that there has been
some movement at last.”
lily.canter@northantsnews.co.uk
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POLITICIANS and health chiefs in Northampton-

shire have welcomed news that the Government is to
provide the NHS with a multi-million pound cash
boost aimed at improving services for.

More than £1,400 million has been allocated tothe = We have been squeezed over the years and now we are * Senior
three Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) in the county,tobe getting a little bit of compensation, but this is not a
spent on local hospitals, surgeries and community health  bonanza.” Salesperson /
care from 2006 to 2008. The announcement of additional funding follows a Sh

Tony Clarke, Labour MP for Northampton South, who cash crisis amongst PCTs in Northamptonshire, which owroom
has lobbied for the past eight years for a substantialcash  are struggling to make ends meet at the end of the finan- Controller

injection, said: “Itis a move at last to give us better fund-
ing rather than leaving us lagging behind.”

Simon Crick, finance director of Daventry and
South Northants PCT, who said the additional £24mil-
lion received by the trust would allow them to improve
services in the community, added: “We are still work-
ing out the details but we are very please d with the level
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of increase that we have got.”

But Tim Boswell, Conservative MP for Daventry, said:
“It is encouraging but all these figures have to be
very carefully checked. There may be savings elsewhere.

cial year.
Lord Warner said that the cash could help PCTs break
the cycle of spiralling debts.

“PCTs will have to deal with their cash flow problems
this year but their deficits should not be getting worse
and worse in the future as has happened in the past,”
he said.

cent over the next two finan-
cial years.

Lord Warner told the Chron-
icle & Echo yesterday it was
important to let the public know
what the funding increase actu-
ally meant.

He added: “The most inter-
esting thing is to show what
these figures mean for each
man, woman and child living
in the PCT area. Where people
are sceptical about whether
more money is going into health
care this gives an indication of
how it is being spent. It is an
attempt to show what this means
to the individual.”

The Government hopes the
increase will be used by PCTs to
help tackle killer diseases such
as heart disease, stroke and
cancer.

The NHS is currently on track
to secure by 2010 a 40per cent

He added: “The guarantee we
are offering is that by the time
we get to the end of 2008 no
one will be waiting more than 18
weeks for patient treatment. It
is a dramatic change from where
we were and at the moment we
are reaching between six and
nine months.”

The predicted growth of
Northamptonshire under the
Milton Keynes South Midlands
development has also been taken
into consideration alongside
the 2001 population consensus.

Lord Warner explained that
where areas were growing faster
this had been reflected in their
funding allocations.

“We have tired to incorporate
some of the growth that is fore-
cast over the next two years to
attempt to make the allocation
system as up to date as possible,”
he said.

award winning

organic vegetable boxes
delivered to your door
now available in Northampton

0845 078 6868 local call
www.rivernene.co.uk

Collectables

6pm Thursday 17 & 6pm Friday 18" February 2005
Viewing: Wednesday 16th Midday-7pm,
Saledays Midday onwards
To include: Collectables, Toys, Glassware,
Metalware, Silverware, Ceramics, Pictures &
Prints, Rugs, Clocks, Furniture, etc.

Over 600 lots in all

Catalogues available online (12/02/05 onwards) at:
www.invaluable.com/jphumbert &

www.antiquestradegazette.com/jphumbert

The Sale Rooms, Unit 2A, Burcote Road Trading Estate,

Towcester, NN12 6TF, Tel: 01327 359595

F 327 352038 Vat: 823 667 905

CAREER

OPPORTUNITIES

¢ Sales Staff

your CV with a covering letter to:
Neil Minney, Sales Director

seat.co.uk

o Parts Advisor
The Hearing Health
& Mobility Centre ;
Cosyfeet slipper shoes * Service
o oo T Receptionist
@ Spovalymadefor salln feet'@ SEAT are launching their newest dealership
79 King Edward Road . . .
Northampton in Northampton and are looking for the right
Tel: 01604 239640 ¢ Warranty . ,
- team of people to deliver the ultimate SEAT
Administrator .
J.P. Humbert Auctioneers Ltd brand experience. If you are totally customer
Fine Art & Antique Auctioneers, Towcester _ focused and interested in being part of a £
Auction of Antiques & ' Vehlcl.e. new and exciting opportunity please send %
Technicians

SEAT
auto emocion

Motorvogue SEAT

74 Kingsthorpe Road, Northampton.
Tel: 01604 714555




